Environmental, Social & Community Impact Award

[bookmark: Visit_https://stratacommunity.awardsplat][bookmark: Entrant_Details]Visit https://stratacommunity.awardsplatform.com to enter. (Available from 2nd March 2026)
[image: ]Essay
[bookmark: Category_Description][bookmark: Celebrating_groundbreaking_innovation_an]Category Description
[bookmark: Criteria]Recognising the author of an exceptional essay that sheds light on critical, innovative and emerging issues in the strata sector. Essays topics to be chosen from the provided list and should demonstrate unique and interesting insight, innovation and lived experience with an emphasis on authenticity, understanding of the challenges and opportunities or ideas for solutions that contribute to the sector.

Criteria
1. [bookmark: 1._Must_be_a_current_SCA_Management_Memb][bookmark: Company]Entry is open to current members of all categories in the state they are entering a submission.
2. Must NOT have a Code of Conduct complaint upheld against them over the last two (2) years.
3. Must be an original essay that has NOT been entered in any other Strata Community Awards in any of the SCA regions in the current or previous year/s.
4. Use of AI tools (e.g. ChatGPT) for drafting is discouraged. Entries suspected to be AI-generated with minimal personal input may be disqualified or have their scores amended.
5. The winner of this award category will progress to the 2026-27 SCA Australasia as a Finalist subject to meeting the T&Cs.
6. Entrants confirm by submitting their Essay, permission is granted for the Essay to be published across SCA platforms at SCA discretion.

Entrant Details
This section of information is for you to include the Entrant contact details for this award entry. Please ensure that the contact details provided are for the best point of contact should SCA require any additional information, and to organise the interviews.
The winners’ details will be exactly as written in your submission (spelling and grammar inclusive) for all trophies, publications, and for the on-screen display on the night. Please ensure that this is entered correctly and in full.

	[bookmark: Your_Company_Name]Entrant Name
First and Last Name
	

	[bookmark: Authorised_Representative_Name][bookmark: Eligibility]Company
This is the Company name as per the SCA membership.

Entrant Position/Title
This is the current position/title held by the entrant

	

	Entrant Contact Phone
Please include the best contact number during business hours. International format is required. *eg. +61 7 3225 6515 for a landline, or +61 488 127 200 for a mobile*

	

	[bookmark: Acknowledgement_of_Authorised_Persons]Entrant Email
Please include e-mail for the entrant
	


[bookmark: ☐___YES][bookmark: ☐____NO][bookmark: Environmental,_Social_&_Community_Impact][bookmark: Goals_(30%)_400_words][bookmark: _Explain_what_you_set_out_to_achieve_an]
Exploration of Topic (40%) 
· Your essay should demonstrate a profound exploration of the chosen topic. Dive into various dimensions, considering diverse perspectives and implications.
· Connect your topic with issues crucial to our community. Highlight its significance within our context and its potential impact on our collective well-being.
· Offer unique insights or perspectives that enrich understanding or provoke critical reflection within the strata industry.

[bookmark: Results_(50%)_400_words][bookmark: _Describe_what_you_did_(what,_who,_how)]
Effective Communication (25%)
· Ensure your arguments are presented logically and coherently. Make it easy for the reader to follow your train of thought. Ensure you have a clear introduction and conclusion.
· Captivate your audience with a clear purpose, compelling narratives, examples, or rhetorical devices. Sustain their interest throughout your essay. Humour or personal flair are welcome.
· [bookmark: The_Greater_Good_(20%)_200_words]Support your claims with evidence, reasoning, and logical progression. Persuade your audience through the strength of your arguments.

Grammar and Spelling (20%) 
· [bookmark: Describe_how_your_work_or_project_could_]Essays to display a high standard of written English with grammatical accuracy and syntactical proficiency. Craft sentences that are clear, concise and free from errors.
· Pay attention to standard spelling and punctuation conventions. Maintain consistency in punctuation, capitalisation, and spelling throughout your essay.
· Ensure a harmonious flow of language that enhances readability and professional presentation. Maintain consistency in style and tone throughout your writing

Authenticity & Originality (15%)
· Ensure your essay reflects personal thought, real experience or genuine analysis.
· Use of AI tools (e.g. ChatGPT) for drafting is discouraged. Essays will be evaluated for signs of over-reliance on generic content. Entries suspected of being AI-generated with minimal personal input may be disqualified or have their scores amended.
· Where applicable, sources (e.g. legislation, reports, news, academic work) must be cited accurately. Any reference style is acceptable if used consistently. Plagiarism will result in disqualification
[bookmark: Required_Attachments]
Photograph Requirements
[bookmark: To_submit_your_entry,_you’ll_be_required][bookmark: Images]When entering photographs for the Strata Community Awards for Excellence, you need to be mindful of the following submission requirements:

· Photographs must be high-resolution (1,500KB - 4,000KB), and a minimum size of 210 x 140mm at 300dpi (2,480 x 1,654px).
· A maximum of 5 photos can be supplied. Please include at least 2 professional headshots of the individual (1 portrait shot & 1 horizontal shot).
Photos supplied here may be reproduced by relevant external providers (including, but not limited to audio visual companies and official publishers) to promote the nominee through the award season.
Entry
Write a 1,000-word essay (with 10% leeway) from one of the five (5) themes listed. Your essay must address one of the themes below relevant to the strata sector.  
Suggested Topics:
· Professionalism in Strata – Setting Standards and Building Trust
· The Evolution of the Strata Manager – From Administrator to Strategic Advisor 
· Leading with Integrity in Strata Management 
· Accreditation and Education as Foundations of Professional Strata Practice Communication, Conflict & Community
· Building Better Strata Communities through Harmony and Engagement
· Turning Conflict into Cooperation in Strata Communities
· Improving Transparency and Owner
· Participation in Strata Governance
· Creating Inclusive and Diverse Strata Communities That Work for Everyone Innovation & Sustainability 
· The Future of Strata Management in a Tech-Driven World 
· Practical Steps Towards More Sustainable Strata Communities
· Reflections on My Journey in Strata Management Risk, Ethics & Reputation
· Lessons from Managing Risk in Strata Communities
· Navigating Ethical Grey Areas in Strata Management
· Changing the Narrative Around Strata Management in the Public Eye
· What Real Accountability in Strata Management Should Look Like Business Models & Affordability
· Making the Shift from Commissions to Transparent Fee-for-Service Models
· Balancing Affordability and Quality in Strata Services 

Top Tips
· SCA encourages the preparation of your written responses outside of the awards platform. Once satisfied with your award response, ensuring the word limit requirement is met, enter the space provided, saving your progress as you go.
· If you intend to refer to or declare information about another organisation or individual or property in any way that may be challenged by that organisation, you are required to provide SCA with authority from that organisation, individual or property.
· If there is negative reference to another organisation, individual or property in the response, it will be omitted prior to judging process.
· Please note citations/references do NOT count towards the word count. Please include your references and citations in the box below

References and Citations Used
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